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Who Provides 
a Biosketch?
 Senior/key personnel

 Contribute in a substantive, 
meaningful way to the scientific 
development or execution of the 
project

 Other significant contributors 
(OSCs)
 Commit to contribute to the scientific 

development or execution of the 
project but do not commit any 
specified measurable effort (i.e., 
person months) to the project. 
Typically presented at "effort of zero 
person months" or "as needed."



Importance of the 
NIH Biosketch

 Showcases your education and 
career milestones

 Emphasizes your research 
experience and how it relates to your 
proposal

 Describes the significance of your 
scientific contributions



Review Criteria for K-
Awards

1. Candidate
2. Career Development Plan
3. Career Goals and Objectives
4. Research Plan
5. Mentors, Co-Mentors, Consultants, 

and Collaborators
6. Environment
7. Institutional Commitment to the 

Candidate



Major 
Sections of 
the Biosketch

A. Personal Statement

B. Positions and Honors

C. Contribution to Science

D. Additional Information: Research 
Support and/or Scholastic Peformance



Section A: The Personal Statement



Section B: 
Positions 

and Honors



Section C: 
Contribution 
to Science



Section D: 
Additional 

Information: 
Research 

Support and/or 
Scholastic 

Performance



Additional Tips
 Use the right form

 Emphasize skills and experience 
relevant to the proposal

 Use My Bibliography

 Be organized

 Avoid jargon

 Follow formatting guidelines
 0.5" margins
 Minimum 11-pt Arial font
 No headers or footers
 5 pages maximum
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